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Abstract (Basic) : EP 274151 A 

A process for producing polyesters by aerobically culturing 
microorganisms with nutrient limitation is characterised by culturing 
Pseudomonas oleovorans (PO) bacteria under aerobic conditions in a 
nutrient medium contg. an excess of a carbon source, and a limiting 
quantity of at least one of the other nutrients essential for growth, 
the carbon source comprising at least one assimilable acyclic aliphatic 
hydrocarbon cpd. and if desired, recovering the biopolymer formed from 
the cells . 

USE/ ADVANTAGE - The structure of the biopolymer can be easily 
controlled by selecting the substrate. Polyester type biopolymers can 
be produced with side chains whose length can be varied in an 
adjustable manner and which may contain a terminal double bond. Owing 
to the terminal double bonds, the resulting biopolymer can easily be 
chemically modified in a controllable percentage of the side chains or 
cross-linked with other polymer chains. The polyesters obtd. can be 
used to form e.g. sutures, films or skin or bone grafts, or can be 
hydrolysed to produce optically active carboxylic acids or esters* 

0/8 

•Abstract - (Equivalent) : EP 274151 B ; - 

A process for producing polyesters by aerobically culturing 
micro-organisms with nutrient limitation, characterised by culturing 
Pseudomonas oleovorans bacteria under aerobic conditions in a nutrient 
medium contg. an excess of a carbon source and a limiting quantity of 
at least one of the other nutrients essential for growth, and if 
desired recovering the biopolymer formed from the cells, the carbon 
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